










We are all part of the problem. We can all be part of the solution.
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As the cold weather approaches, it is a 
good time to think about Christchurch’s 
air quality and how every household 
can contribute to cleaning up the city’s 
air.

Last winter Christchurch had 13 high 
air pollution nights, the lowest number 
since Environment Canterbury started 
monitoring the city’s air quality in 1988. 

“The Clean Heat Project is really making a 
difference in our city,” says Environment 
Canterbury’s Director of Operations Ken 
Lawn.

In the last five years Environment 
Canterbury’s Clean Heat Project has 
helped convert 12,000 homes to cleaner 
heating options. The project provides 
financial assistance to homeowners and 
landlords to make the change to cleaner 
forms of heating. 

Options include a full or partial heating 
and insulation subsidy, a landlord 
subsidy or an interest-free loan for 
insulation and heating which is paid 
back through the homeowner’s rates 
bills. 

“Only one high pollution day a year 
by 2013 is the target of the National 
Environmental Standards for Air Quality 
(NES),” says Ken Lawn. 

“That’s just six years away! We all need 
to work together to make this happen. 
Converting your home to clean heat 
appliances, burning dry wood and 
insulating your home can make a 
difference.”

A high pollution reading is set at 50 
micrograms of particulate per cubic 
metre of air.  Last year Christchurch’s 
maximum concentration recorded at 
the representative site of St Albans was 
119 on July 23 2007. 

Everyone can help to clean up Christchurch’s air

For further information contact the Clean Heat Project 
www.cleanheat.org.nz or phone our Customer Services section 

on 353 9276 during business hours.

Air pollution is also damaging to 
people’s health, says Ken Lawn. 

“Babies, people with breathing 
problems and older people are most 
affected by the tiny, invisible pollution 
particles that lodge in people’s lungs 
– even indoors when the doors and 
windows are shut. 

“We need to clear the air for 
everybody’s sake.”

The worst winter for high pollution in 
Christchurch was in 2001 when there 
were 51 high pollution nights. 

Weather conditions contribute to the 
amount of high pollution as well as how 
much air pollution is produced. The 
worst pollution usually happens after 
sunset on clear, calm and cold nights, 
often when a frost is forecast. 

Cloudy evenings, fewer frosts and 
windier weather over the town 
contributed to the lower number of 
air pollution readings in Christchurch 
this winter, combined with a reduction 
in the number of woodburners being 
used.  

Insulating houses is also a key factor so 
that any heat produced within the home 
does not escape through the ceiling. 
The Clean Heat Project also provides 
insulation.




